INTRODUCTION
Radioactive in sitv, hybridization in the domestic pig has revealed that the rRNA genes are located either in the secondary constriction of chromosome 10 only (Miyake et al, 1988) , or in the secondary constrictions of chromosomes 10 and 8 (Toga-Piquet et al, 1984; Vagner-Capodano et al, 1984) .
Silver (Ag) staining has been proven to be a reliable technique for demonstrating nucleolar organizer regions (NORs) on chromosomes and to be indicative of active ribosomal RNA synthesis (Howell, 1982) .
Variations in number and size of Ag-NORs have been observed in several species, including the pig Mayr, 1980, 1982; Mayr and Schleger, 1981; Vischnevskaya and Vsevodolov, 1986 ). According to these authors, silver deposits are largest on chromosomes 10, while they are smaller or absent on chromosomes 8.
In the present study, chromosomes of 6 different pig breeds were examined for: 1) the localization of the rDNA, using non-radioactive in situ hybridization, 2) Ag-NOR staining patterns, and 3) polymorphism for the amount of rDNA. figure 2 . Some of these animals showed relatively little polymorphism for the amount of silver on their NORs, whereas the others showed a more marked polymorphism in this respect.
MATERIALS
Again, the Ag-NORs on chromosomes 10 were usually the largest. The metaphase spread shown in figure 1 came from the animal second from left in figure 2. These quantification studies will be continued.
